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of war material and did good trade with the combatants.
Here and there I was surprised to find Ottoman Greeks
selling boots to Angora. Cynicism often lies lightly
on men in great places. The Allied Powers, who had
fought the Great War " to end all war " and who had
formed the League of Nations, proclaimed publicly
that, as they were neutral, their nationals were at liberty
to supply war stores to the combatants. In these cir-
cumstances it was a piece of cynicism almost unparalleled.
In June the British offered to mediate, and the Greeks
refused. They have been harshly criticized for this.
Such criticism is unjustified. The Greeks at the insti-
gation of the Allies had put their finger into the sausage-
machine and slowly it ground them all through to sausage.
They could not extract themselves without immediate
amputation and disaster. King Constantine and his
followers were the heirs of M. Venizelos, and the legacy
that they had received was not one to be envied. M.
Venizelos had calculated as the basis of his policy the
facts that the Allies were behind him and that the Allies
were almighty. But now they were not almighty and,
with the exception of the British, they had become
actively hostile. To consolidate his own position,
King Constantine had to go forward for a great military
victory. All the resources of Greece had been thrown
into Anatolia and to withdraw now meant ruin, bank-
ruptcy, dishonour and revolution. He was forced
pitilessly to go forward in the hopes of winning a success
out of the misty future.
On the loth of July the Greeks advanced in their
great summer offensive. They hurled the Turks back